If you’re considering developing a
renewable energy project, you may
find the following links helpful:
Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure Renewable
Energy Information Centre:
www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/energy/renewable
The Renewable Energy Facilitation Office:
www.ontario.ca/renewableenergyprojects

Generate
Power...
and Money

Take advantage
of this opportunity
Consider the benefits of generating your own green energy,
such as solar, wind, water or bioenergy, and selling it to the
electricity grid.
You will be paid an attractive price for all the electricity you
produce and that price will be guaranteed for decades.

The most common example of a microFIT project is rooftop
solar photovoltaic (PV) panels. Projects fuelled by wind, water
or bioenergy also qualify.
Under the microFIT Program, you will be paid a guaranteed
price over a 20-year term (40 years for waterpower projects)
for all the electricity you produce and deliver to the province’s
electricity grid. The prices are designed to cover the costs of a
typical project – purchase, installation, connection, operating
and maintenance – and to allow you to earn a reasonable rate
of return on your investment.
You will help create new local businesses and green jobs as
demand rises for technologies such as solar panels, wind
turbines, biomass and electricity storage systems, and for
Ontarians to design, build, install, operate and maintain these
technologies.

You will also be contributing to a
healthier environment. Electricity
generated from renewable
sources can reduce greenhouse
gases and other pollutants.

Get paid to
generate renewable
energy at home or
work and sell it to
the electricity grid
For more information, visit
www.microfit.powerauthority.on.ca.
Toll-free phone: 1.888.387.3403
Email: microfit@powerauthority.on.ca
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It can help to replace dirty coal-fired generation, which will be
phased out across the province by the end of 2014. Ontario’s
coal replacement plan is the largest climate change initiative in
Canada.

You can be part of Ontario’s growing green energy
movement. If you are a homeowner, farmer or small business
owner, or you manage an institution like a school or a church,
you have the opportunity to develop a “micro” renewable
electricity generation project (10 kilowatts or less in size) on
your property and be paid for all the electricity you produce
through Ontario’s new microFIT Program.

Signing up for the
microFIT Program is
simple. Apply online
with minimal paperwork
– and there’s
no application fee.

Investment and return

Becoming a microFIT
project developer

Getting started

The microFIT Program is ideal for you to consider
if you:

Visit the microFIT Program website at

•
•

think you have a suitable property
are interested in investing in a renewable electricity
generation project to produce long-term income
while contributing to a cleaner environment.

While the microFIT Program is a streamlined process,
certain requirements must be met to ensure the safety
and reliability of projects connecting to Ontario’s
power grid. As with any large purchase, it’s important
to know your rights and responsibilities before you
sign on the bottom line.

www.microfit.powerauthority.on.ca.

Apply by registering online; you’ll be
assigned a reference number.

Apply to your local electricity
distribution company to connect
your project.

This means:
•

Along with the social benefits of going green, the microFIT Program has
attractive pricing for generators. Here’s one example of upfront costs and
returns for a typical microFIT project.

researching available products to find the best
renewable energy system

Install the project, subject to local

•

meeting all applicable safety standards

building codes and other required

•

obtaining permitting and other approvals

•

working with your local electricity distribution
company to connect your project

•
It would cost about $30,000 to purchase and install solar PV panels on the roof of a
home or commercial property. The panels would take up about 4 metres x 5 metres of
surface area and have a generating capacity of about three kilowatts (kW).

meeting domestic content rules set by the Ontario
government

•

paying any fees required to set up, operate and
insure your project.

This installation would generate about 280 kilowatt-hours (kWh) of electricity a month.
Under the microFIT price schedule, the payment for rooftop solar PV is 80.2 cents per
kilowatt-hour. That’s about $7 a day or just over $2,500 a year. Purchase and
installation costs could be recovered in about 12 years (estimated).

microFIT payments may be treated as business income
by the Canada Revenue Agency, so you may need to
pay certain taxes associated with the income generated
from the project.

approvals.

Upon completion, the OPA will offer
you a microFIT contract.

microFIT payments will begin after
you accept the contract and start
producing clean, green electricity.

